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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA
A  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a 
wom a n  who  g ave  b i r t h 
just around the beginning 
of her semesters at Lander 
U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  U S C 
brought her son to class at 
the encouragement of her 
professor.
Sarah Thompson is 26 
years old and, while she is 
work ing toward a degree, 
she and her boyfriend Chris 
Maggiacomo are taking care 
of their infant son, Isaiah. 
She said that Isaiah’s due date 
was the day before her first 
day of classes at Lander and 
online classes for USC. 
T h o m p s o n ’ s  L a n d e r 
mathematics professor, Josie 
Ryan, knew that Thompson 
had recent ly had a baby 
and had prev iously asked 
her to bring Isaiah to class. 
One morning, Thompson 
fi nally did so. Ryan decided 
to take the sleeping child 
off Thompson’s hands and 
hold him careful ly while 
cont inu ing to  teach t he 
entire class.  She also showed 
Thompson to a breastfeeding 
room for future as-needed 
use. 
“I  d idn’t  want to miss 
anything important, and so 
the fact that [Ryan] lets me 
bring him when my parents 
are busy, or Chris’s mom 
is busy, or ...  Chris is at 
school and work every day,” 
Thompson said, “The fact 
that I can bring him with me 
is very nice. And her showing 
me to the breastfeeding room 
was nice, too.” 
T. Michael Boddie
@THEHUMANBODDIE
Adam Orfi nger
@AORFINGER
Courtesy of Sarah Thompson and Abby Funderburk Photography 
Sarah Thompson brings her infant son to math class. Left, professor Josie Ryan holds him and lectures. SEEBABYPAGE3
USC, Lander student juggles 
class work with childcare
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South Carolina defense thrives 
under Muschamp blueprint 
The South Carolina 
d e f e n s e  h a s  t a k e n 
massive strides in the 
t e a m’s  f i r s t  s e a s on 
under Will Muschamp, 
as the Gamecocks have 
yet to allow more than 
28 points in a game this 
year after giving up an 
average of 27.5 in 2015.
T he  p er s o n ne l  i s 
largely the same, and 
Muschamp wasn’t too 
high on his secondary 
c o m i n g  i n t o  t h e 
s ea son ,  t hough  t he 
defensive backs have 
been a massive part of 
the team’s success. So 
what’s been different? 
If you ask the new head 
coach, the answer is 
simple.
“Going into the year, 
we needed to play really 
good on third down. 
We’ve been average on 
third down,” Muschamp 
sa id. “We needed to 
play really good in the 
red zone. We’ve played 
outstanding red zone 
de f e n s e ,  a nd  we’ve 
gotten turnovers.”
T h e  G a m e c o c k s 
h a v e  b e e n  f a i r l y 
average on third down, 
ranking No. 73 in the 
nat ion  com i ng i nto 
Saturday, a l lowing a 
39.8 percent conversion 
r a t e .  Howe ver,  t he 
G a m e c o c k s  h a v e 
excelled in Muschamp’s 
other two key areas, 
yielding no points on 10 
of 33 opponent red zone 
t r ips and forcing 20 
turnovers this season.
The rejuvenated pass 
rush has played a big 
part in the turnovers, 
as the Gamecocks have 
amassed 20 sack s in 
2016, matching their 
2015 tot a l  a nd wel l 
surpassing 2014’s mark 
of 14. The improved 
Victoria Richman / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The Gamecocks’ knack for recovering turnovers has improved defensive productivity.
Adam Collins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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M e n ’s  a n d 
women’s 
basketball 
p r i m e d  f o r 
season after 
exhibitions.
SPORTS
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Sara Yang, Madison MacDonald, Adam Collins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
2 Monday, November 7, 2016
DATES TO KNOW:  November
7
8
9
Underclassmen Summer Oportunities Session
4 p.m. in DeSaussure 228A
No classes for Election Day
Student Government and SC Political Collection 
Election Watch Party
6 p.m.  in the Russell House Ballroom
Flu Clinic
10 a.m. on Davis Field II
Deadline to apply for Carolina Productions Executive 
Board
Student Government Elections Commission Interest 
Meeting 
7:30 p.m..in Russell House Theater
Over 100 wild hogs killed at national 
park in population control eff orts
Federal trappers have killed more than 100 wild hogs at Congaree National Park 
in the past year, The State reports. The new program in partnership with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture aims to keep pigs from bothering visitors and eradicating 
rare plants at the park after years of struggling with a growing population. The hogs 
are mainly caught by trappers with enclosures and then shot and disposed of. 
— Compiled by Brittany Franceschina, Senior News Writer
Marine recruit dies at Parris Island
According to officials, a Marine recruit at Parris Island died Friday, WIS 
reports. This is the second recruit fatality at Parris Island this year and occurred 
only a week after a different recruit was injured there. A statement from Capt. 
Greg Carroll reports the recruit was found unconscious in his bed, while 
the recruit who fell two stories inside a building last week remains in critical 
condition. 
— Compiled by Brittany Franceschina, Senior News Writer
Write-in school board candidate 
campaigns against incumbent
A former Lexington-Richland District 5 School Board member has mounted a 
write-in campaign in an attempt to win a spot on the school board, WIS reports. 
The incumbent school board member, Robert Gantt, is seeking a fi fth re-election 
and is the only one running who is on the ballot. Last month, Kim Murphy was 
removed from ballots because of disputes about her residency. 
— Compiled by Brittany Franceschina, Senior News Writer
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Thompson said that 
while she was pregnant 
with her son, she had 
a yoga class at USC as 
wel l  a s  t wo su m mer 
classes on the top fl oor 
o f  t he  m at hem at ic s 
building. It was hot, and 
she was exhausted and 
hormonal, she said, but 
her instructors were nice 
and even sent her gifts 
s ince they could not 
attend a baby shower. 
Thompson’s teachers 
at USC were graduate 
student Jaree Hudson for 
math, Angela Still for 
yoga, lecturer Stephen 
Slice for economics and 
Shannon McCutchen, 
Darla Moore School of 
Business faculty advisor, 
for accounting. 
“So, I’ve actually run 
into a lot more of really 
kind, accepting teachers 
than just [Ryan] ... It 
made it a lot easier to be 
happy and excited about 
it,” Thompson said of 
juggl ing school work 
and childcare. “It’s very 
easy to be fearful that 
everything’s going to 
stop and change, and so 
I kind of decided that I 
was going to be positive 
about it no matter what.” 
The in-class reactions 
to l it t le  I sa iah were 
positive. Thompson is 
one of only two women 
in her math class, and 
whi le she th inks the 
class might have been 
“shocked” at first, they 
were ultimately pleased 
with the baby’s presence. 
“[He] wasn’t st inky 
and annoying and loud 
l i ke ever yone wou ld 
imagine,” Thompson 
said. “’It was sweet and 
cute. He just slept the 
whole time.” 
T h o m p s o n 
h a s  b r o u g h t  b a b y 
Maggiacomo to class 
several times since that 
day and even said the 
people ask where he is 
when she doesn’t bring 
him. 
W h e n  T h o m p s o n 
brings her son to class, 
Ryan allows everyone 
to “get out [their] ‘oohs’ 
and ‘ahhs’” before class 
begins. 
“I’ll put him in, like, 
‘St a r  Wa r s ’- t hemed 
stuf f and my class is 
super nerdy so we love 
that,” Thompson said. 
“And we’ll kind of get 
it all out and talk about 
how cute he is, and then 
we’l l get to the math 
right after that.” 
Thompson says that 
her son is well-behaved 
and very “engaged,” and 
she thinks he’s going to 
be smart. She also said 
that after she’d posted a 
photo of Ryan holding 
I s a i a h  i n  c l a s s ,  she 
expected people to like 
it and respond to it, but 
did not expect it to go 
viral. She called Ryan 
and asked if she needed 
to take it down — she 
was not even supposed 
to have her phone out 
— but Ryan said people 
had already called her 
about it and that she did 
not mind.
W h a t  s t u c k  w i t h 
T h o m p s o n  i n  h e r 
s i t u a t i o n  w a s  h o w 
s u p p o r t i v e  a n d 
accepting people were. 
She said she would never 
forget  how k ind her 
instructors had been to 
her.
BABYPAGE1
Keep up with the latest news
@thegamecock
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SEE WHO
REIGNS
SUPREME.
VOTE
FOR BEST OF 
CAROLINA 2017!
YOU COULD WIN ONE 
OF SEVERAL PRIZES 
INCLUDING AN 
APPLE WATCH.
CAST YOUR VOTE 
ONLINE AT:
WWW.DAILYGAMECOCK
.COM/PAGE/VOTE
Winners will be drawn 
December 2, 2016 and 
announced in a special issue 
of The Daily Gamecock out 
February 16, 2017.


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Sara Yang / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Kathy Seppamaki and Rachel Rizzuti enjoy coffee and conversation at Cool Beans from its second story overlooking College Street.  
Shayla Nidever
@SHAYLA_NIDEVER
Cool Beans Coffee Co.
Rating: B
Price: $ 
Hours: Monday – Friday 7 a.m. to 
midnight
Saturday – Sunday 9 a.m. to midnight 
Distance from Campus: 0.3 miles 
Atmosphere
If you step off the curb in front of The 
Horseshoe and walk about 100 steps, 
you’ll see a little two-story house that 
has been converted into a coffee shop 
called Cool Beans Coffee Co. The place 
is always buzzing with people doing 
their own thing, with the smell of coffee 
fi lling every corner.
The coffee shop is currently owned 
by Kitty Mirosavich, a 2000 graduate 
of the Darla Moore School of Business, 
who tries to make Cool Beans feel like a 
place college students and any Columbia 
resident can come relax and enjoy.
 “We want people to feel like the world 
is out there,” Mirosavich said, “and they 
come into Cool Beans and it’s a different 
world, and we just want people to feel 
like they’re coming home.”
When you walk in, you’ll have to go 
up the stairs to order yourself a drink, 
but there will be plenty of art to look 
at on your way. Some of the pieces are 
even for sale. If you just want some food 
or a plain brew, you simply order at the 
counter downstairs and cozy up in one of 
the chairs in the main room.
Amit Patel, a second-year global 
supply chain operations management 
and fi nance student, said he really liked 
the vibe, mentioning, “The music is 
nothing too exciting, but it definitely 
keeps me focused, so I really enjoy that.”
Patel also mentioned the scarcity of 
outlets, which I’ll have to agree with.
Audria Byrd, a fourth-year African-
American studies and media arts student, 
commented on the vibe saying, “It’s so 
chill, it’s like indie coffee shop except 
everyone comes here. It’s simultaneously 
quiet, but also busy.”
Byrd, however, also mentioned that 
she liked it when it was less busy, which 
is a rarity in the constant hustle and 
bustle of Cool Beans.
Coffee, Drinks, Etc.
If you aren’t a fancy coffee junkie and 
like good food, Cool Beans is the place 
for you. Not every cup of coffee is made 
perfectly proportioned, and often times 
you can find grounds at the bottom 
of your cup, but seasonal drinks and 
flavored drinks of any kind are pretty 
good.
The food also tastes wonderful and 
doesn’t break the bank. The breakfast 
bowl is an awesome pairing for a cup 
of coffee and some early morning 
homework ,  a nd t hey  even have 
homemade doughnuts. Brunch is also a 
daily thing.
Byrd also said she really loved the 
caramel cider and said,  “I have enjoyed 
literally every drink that I have gotten 
here.”
Thoughts
It’s a delightful little spot if you want 
to hang out with your friends or study 
way into the night somewhere other 
than the library. There is always a place 
to sit, and it’s got a wonderful, quirky 
personality.
There’s also a wall next to the counter 
upstairs that has a map and stickers that 
symbolize where you wish you were 
and where you’re from. The idea is 
awesome, and you feel like you’re adding 
something to the place when you stick 
your own little marker there, adding 
another positive factor to the overall 
homey feel of Cool Beans.
Mirosavich hopes to make her coffee 
shop somewhere students want to come, 
saying, “It’s comfortable, and people 
can relax, and even if you have to study 
or have a work meeting or whatever, 
it’s just in a fun environment and that 
everybody’s welcome.”
She definitely achieved this, and as 
Patel said, “There’s really nice people if 
you come here often, then like, they get 
to know you and actually want to know 
more about you.”
I will say though, that it is loud, and 
that some of the chairs will have you 
standing up funny if you’ve sat there a 
long time. The music is often blasting 
upstairs, and if you come at a busy time, 
people are always hanging out and 
laughing loudly — not exactly a study 
room in the library.
Overall, Cool Beans truly does 
have a homey, community-oriented 
atmosphere, but if you’re looking for a 
place to study hard and long without any 
interruptions, it might not be the place 
for you. If you have a date and don’t 
have a lot of money to spend, or if you 
want to hang out and gossip with some 
girlfriends, however, I would completely 
recommend it. It’s a good place to relax 
and enjoy a home-away-from-home in 
Columbia.
Trump TV network a possibility in lieu of White House grab
Adam Collins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Presidential hopeful Donald J. Trump addresses economic concerns and answers questions from the audience.
Jon Franklin
@TDG_ARTS
A s t he cou ntdow n to t he elec t ion g rows 
increasingly shorter, many are left disillusioned by 
their options. On one end, a long-time politician 
molded by seemingly continuous scandals prepares 
herself for a title she feels she’s earned — that of 
the highest office in the land. On the other side, 
a controversial billionaire mogul creates enough 
scandal of his own to compete with her. Many voters 
feel distraught and fatigued by the process that has 
led them here and unprepared for the days to follow.
However, at least one man is ready despite the 
country’s decision, and he is found in a surprising 
place — on the ballot itself. After holding a live 
stream on Facebook regarding the current state of 
the election, many speculate that the Republican 
nominee, Donald Trump, aims to start airing original 
content after the election’s end in the case that he 
loses. Others have just called it another campaigning 
method. But the fi rst theory isn’t without its subtle 
hints and provable truths.
Trump’s son-in-law, Jared Kushner, has been 
reported to have had talks about starting a Donald 
Trump-funded/inspired television channel. This 
channel would serve to extend the platform he ran in 
his campaign and build off the fanfare he’s received 
over the past 17 months. Many see this as his way of 
making the entire campaign experience a profi table 
one, and CNN’s Brian Stelter dubbed the live stream 
a “prototype” for the channel. Trump himself denied 
these claims.
The billion-dollar question is: Will people care? 
Can the Trump camp transform the political fervency 
he is witnessing now into a devoted audience base?
The current data point to yes. The live stream 
made Facebook headlines and garnered millions of 
views, making it the largest live event of that night. 
Now Fox News is hosting a casting call for what has 
been alluded to as an “up-and-coming conservative 
media network,” which many associate with the 
prospect of Trump TV. NBC News writer Ben 
Popken marks the matter as not a question of “if,” but 
rather of “when.”
“Using new, low-cost, streaming models, a Trump 
TV Network could be on the air in just three months, 
according to an industry expert,” Popken said.
Though this is currently all speculation, the fact 
that a TV network that could rival other conservative 
efforts like Fox and Friends is on the rise could spell a 
shift in modern media. Now that Trump has proven 
that there is a class of people who embrace the ideas 
he presents, similar efforts might not be too far in 
the future. At a recent peak, Fox News netted 1.35 
million views, so it stands to reason that a channel 
like Trump’s could thrive.
There is an alternative bit of reasoning, however. 
Many people attribute this acclaim for both Trump 
and FOX News to the status of the current electoral 
process. Who is to say that political discourse will 
continue to be relevant to the masses past Nov. 
8 — especially a brand-new project by the possible 
runner-up?
In the end, Trump TV appears to be just a backup 
for the presidential hopeful, so any manifestation of 
this idea would have to mean he has lost. Will the 
general public continue to apply worth to his words 
after such a defeat? Or will the network crash and 
burn before it even gets off the ground? All of these 
questions won’t be answered until enough time 
passes.
But one thing is for sure: This is where Trump’s 
suspected plan fi nds its own downfall. All of it hinges 
on his own defeat, and history is almost always 
written by the victor.
A Cup of 
Columbia: 
Cool Beans
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“Time is not a factor 
in your life”
says David Hohle, a 
Christian Science 
healer and teacher, in 
this free talk.
First Church of Christ, Scientist, Columbia
For more information, visit our website: ww-
w.christiansciencecolumbia.org
Sponsored by: 
Come and discover why...
Time is not a factor in your life
Sunday, November 13 at 3 p.m.
Carolina Room in Capstone House
900 Barnwell Street
Columbia, SC
‘Doctor Strange’ presents exciting new visuals, interesting storyline
Courtesy of Tribune News Service
Benedict Cumberbatch plays Stephen Strange in Marvel’s newest fi lm.
William Outlaw
@JW_OUTLAW
At this point it’s really no question 
whether or not a Marvel movie will be 
good, but how good it will be. “Doctor 
Strange,” the 14th fi lm in the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe, is the fi rst origin 
movie from Marvel since 2015’s “Ant-
Man.” Although it still sticks close 
to the basic Marvel “formula,” it is 
certainly a different cinematic spectacle 
than you’ve seen before.
Many will argue that the central 
protagonist, Benedict Cumberbatch, 
who plays Stephen Strange, is too 
similar to Robert Downey Jr.’s portrayal 
of Tony Stark in “Iron Man.” It is true 
that they share some characteristics, but 
this may be on purpose since Downey’s 
last movie is rumored to be “Avengers: 
Infi nity War,”and they might be setting 
up a replacement for h is beloved 
character. 
One thing that cannot be argued is 
how well Cumberbatch plays Strange, 
whose arrogance is shared with another 
character played by Cumberbatch, 
Sherlock Holmes. The support ing 
cast does a pretty good job bringing 
personality to the mystical world that 
the audience is eventually dropped 
into. Unfortunately, Mads Mikkelsen, 
who plays Kaecilius, is just another 
on a list of talented actors that makes 
for unremarkable and underdeveloped 
villains in Marvel movies.
Moving into the negative aspects 
of the movie, I think it is pretty clear 
that the pacing for this movie is just a 
bit off. The fi rst act does a good job at 
introducing Strange’s personality and 
characteristics, while Act II focuses on 
the education and accumulation of his 
mystical powers. 
Unfortunately, a rather large portion 
of time is taken out of the movie, as it 
becomes unclear just how long Strange 
has been away. The other part of the 
problem is that once Act III starts, it 
is practically nonstop. It’s quite a bit of 
fun, but I caught myself wondering if it 
was already at the conclusion because 
it seemed to run together after Strange 
gains his abilities.
The other issue was the forced levity 
that intruded upon very good scenes. 
This might be subjective, but I believe 
Marvel has caged itself into always 
having funny one-liners of dialogue 
and environmental gags.
In the case of “Doctor Strange,” 
the humor occasionally feels oddly 
out of place. After the third gag with 
The Cloak of Levitation, you’ll know 
what I mean. It’s undoubtedly funny, 
but also makes any sort of gravity of 
the situation or danger practically 
nonexistent.
I’ll end on what is arguably the best 
thing about the movie. First, you should 
know that “Doctor Strange” comics 
were very popular in the 1960s with 
hippies. As the American youth became 
more interested in Eastern mysticism, 
the colorful and philosophical world of 
“Doctor Strange” spoke to them. The 
visuals in this fi lm will make you feel 
just like they did when they fi rst jumped 
into the psychedelic comic pages. 
When Strange fi rst learns of magic, 
the film takes you with him on his 
journey, and it’s hard not to be in awe of 
the weirdness on screen. When Strange 
learns to cast spells and bend reality, the 
cinematography is kicked up another 
level, and the ensuing madness is unlike 
anything you’ve seen on screen before.
It’s incredible that a movie about 
Strange came out, but this is another 
example of the brave new world that 
we are all part of when it comes to 
superhero movies. Unfortunately, 
the fi lm is marred with pacing that is 
common with origin stories as well as 
a number of jokes that didn’t match the 
tone.
Yet, by and large, “Doctor Strange” 
i s  a n  e nt e r t a i n i n g  a nd  de e p l y 
phi losophica l mov ie i f  examined 
deeply enough. If you’re a Marvel 
fan, you’re already going to see this 
movie. However, if you are curious 
about what sort of spectacle could be 
put on, or if you are just interested in 
the cast, “Doctor Strange” should not 
disappoint. You might have been subject 
to the basic recipe many times before, 
but I doubt you will have really seen it 
like this.
/ Cockstock photo gallery available online at www.dailygamecock.com/gallery
Kamila Melko, Logan Zahner / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
“Doctor Strange”
Release Date: Nov. 4
Director: Scott Derrickson
Production Company: Marvel 
Studios
Duration: 115 minutes
B+
Review
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Career Center
Graduate & Professional School Fair
Thursday, November 10, 2016
11 am - 2 pm
Russell House @ Greene Street (sunny)/Ballroom (rainy)
American University, School of Public Affairs
Auburn University Graduate School
Augusta University (formerly Georgia Regents 
University)
Chapman University Fowler School of Law
Charleston School of Law
Clemson University
Coker College Graduate Programs
Darla Moore School of Business - Graduate Programs
Duke University, Fuqua School of Business
Duke University, Nicholas School of the Environment
Duke University, Pratt School of Engineering, 
Professional Masters Programs
GA-PCOM
Georgia School of Professional Psychology
Georgia State University - Robinson College of Business
Lenoir - Rhyne University
Liberty University Graduate School
Lincoln Memorial University Duncan School of Law
Mercer College of Pharmacy
Mercer University Stetson School of Business
Midwestern University
North Greenville University
Ohio State University Moritz College of Law
Pfeiffer University
Regent University
Richmont Graduate University
Sherman College of Chiropractic
The University of Mississippi School of Law
The University of North Carolina at Greensboro
Troy University
UAB School of Optometry
UNC Kenan-Flagler Business School
University of Charleston, S.C.- College of Charleston
University of Maryland - School of Public Policy
University of North Carolina Charlotte
University of South Carolina - The Graduate School
University of South Carolina - The Graduate School
University of South Carolina College of Information and 
Communications
University of South Carolina School of Law
University of St. Augustine for Health Sciences
Urban Teachers
USC Arnold School of Public Health
Wake Forest University Graduate School of Arts & 
Sciences
West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine
Wingate University
Wingate University-Ballantyne
Winthrop University Department of Social Work
Winthrop University: Career and Civic Engagement
Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation
The following schools will be on campus to recruit University of South Carolina students for their 
graduate & professional school programs:
Don’t miss this great opportunity to learn more about furthering your education!
For detailed information, visit the 
Upcoming Events section of the 
Career Center web page at:
www.sc.edu/career
facebook.com/UofSCCareers
twitter.com/UofSCCareers
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor must not exceed 
300 words. Students must include 
their full name, major and year. Faculty 
and staff must include their full name, 
position and department. Community 
members must include their full name 
and applicable job title. Verifiable 
statements of fact must include at 
least one source; if we cannot verify a 
statement of fact, your letter will not be 
published until the writer implements 
necessary changes or  prov ides 
reputable sources for any facts in 
question. Letters are edited for clarity, 
style and grammar.
Email submissions to
opinion@dailygamecock.com
or mail them to 
The Daily Gamecock
1400 Greene Street
Columbia, SC 29225
W h i l e  I  h a v e 
f o u n d  t h a t  t h e 
general perception 
of  A mer ica’s  t wo 
major parties is that 
the Democrats are 
t he  pa r t y  of  t he 
people  wh i le  t he 
GOP is associated 
w i t h  A m e r i c a ’ s 
elite, this election 
cycle has proved the 
opposite. The fact 
that Hillary Clinton 
is the Democrat ic 
nominee and likely 
nex t president of 
t h e  U. S .  i s  n o t 
primarily the result 
of  popu lar ef for t 
but  of  t he  pa r t y 
leadership’s decision 
that she would be 
t h e i r  n o m i n e e . 
Democratic voters 
never really had the 
chance to choose 
someone else. 
Popular f igures 
such as El izabeth 
Wa r r e n  a nd  Jo e 
B i d e n  d e c l i n e d 
t o  r u n  b e c a u s e 
Clinton was the heir 
apparent, the one 
who had put her time 
into the system and 
would now receive 
t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e 
c o m p e n s a t i o n . 
Her only potential 
obstacle was Bernie 
S a n d e r s ,  w h o 
gained unexpected 
popularity running 
a s  a  d e m o c r a t i c 
socialist. But he was 
almost universally 
shunned by part y 
leaders in favor of 
Clinton (he won only 
48 superdelegates 
to Cl inton’s 602) 
and was conspired 
a g a i n s t  b y  a 
supposedly neutral 
D N C ,  w h i c h 
a c t u a l l y  he av i l y 
favored Clinton. 
While admittedly 
Bernie Sanders was 
a radical proposing 
t o  s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
change elements of 
our political system, 
the fact that he did 
so well in the face of 
such stacked odds is 
a testament to the 
feel i ng of  voter s 
that they were being 
left without options 
a n d  t h e i r  v o t e s 
merely a formality 
t o  C l i n t o n ’ s 
p r e d e t e r m i n e d 
ascendancy.
W h at e ve r  e l s e 
you can say about 
D o n a l d  Tr u m p , 
perhaps the most 
polarizing, hated and 
ignorant presidential 
c a n d i d a t e  e v e r , 
he  d id  reach  h i s 
p o s i t i o n  b y  t h e 
will of the people. 
T he  R e p u b l i c a n 
leadership sacrifi ced 
p r a g m a t i s m  f o r 
their principles by 
not attempting to 
i nter vene  i n  t he 
primaries and thus 
al lowing an inept 
candidate to assume 
the nomination. 
Hillary Clinton, 
w h o  i n  s o m e 
ways  wou ld do a 
thoroughly ordinary 
job a s  pres ident , 
a s c e nde d  t o  he r 
current position and 
continues to be aided 
by the machinations 
of her allies among 
t he pol it ica l  and 
e c o n o m i c  e l i t e . 
D e s p i t e  t h e 
sensational warnings 
about the results of a 
Clinton presidency 
being aired by some 
conservatives, I don’t 
think Clinton would 
do much worse a job 
than Obama. But 
what all Americans 
r e g a r d l e s s  o f 
political persuasion 
must ask themselves 
i s :  “Do t he  ends 
justify the means? 
Does who our next 
l e ader  i s  m at t e r 
more than how they 
g o t  t he r e?”  No! 
That’s the kind of 
reasoning used by 
every government 
that st r ips power 
from the people and 
bucks accountability, 
in essence saying: 
“We know what is 
good for you better 
than you k now it 
yourself.” 
The people will 
make mistakes in 
their choices. I think 
Donald Trump is 
one of the biggest 
one s  ye t .  But  at 
the end of a failed 
Trump presidency, 
we could at least say 
to ourselves, “We 
t he people chose 
h i m ,  f r o m  s t a r t 
to f inish. A nd we 
cou ld learn f rom 
that mistake.” But 
if we allow the kind 
of nepotistic elitism 
that has empowered 
Clinton to flourish, 
then democracy in 
America will become 
merely a hypocritical 
facade.
G o o d  mor n i n g,  A mer ic a . 
Election day is nearly upon us. 
The day many have been fearing, 
loathing, waiting to come and go, 
or a combination of the three. 
Hopefully, regardless of how you 
feel about the candidates or even 
the election in general, you go 
out and vote. Not just because you 
support — or hate — a particular 
candidate, vote for your vision of 
America.
If this electoral season — or 
year, if we’re being honest — 
has made anything abundantly 
clear to Americans, it has to be 
how we view America. Trump’s 
v is ion is  t hat  of  an A mer ica 
gone by: an ill-defined concept 
hinged on what the individual 
voter views as the greatest decade 
in our history. Trump seeks to 
bring back an America which, 
perhaps, never existed in the fi rst 
place. Regardless, this piecemeal 
collection of rose-tinted memories 
is what Trump and many of his 
supporters view as the best way 
forward, taking a step backward to 
move forward, if you will.
Clinton, on the other hand, 
rejects the past as a concrete 
guidel ine for the future. She 
and supporters view the past as 
exactly that — an assortment of 
both the best and worst America 
has to offer. This history, while 
i mp or t a nt ,  l a c k s  a  ho l i s t i c 
way for ward for an A mer ica 
more d iverse than any of it s 
predecessors.
W h iche ver  c a nd idate  you 
select, do realize this elect ion 
goes beyond you and your ballot. 
This election has the potential 
to impact A merica on a scale 
few people alive today have seen 
before. Whoever wins decides 
not only on the vision of America 
for the next four years, but on 
the very nature of who we, as a 
country, are. If you don’t believe 
me, simply look to the language 
and act ions of the candidates 
and their supporters: spewing 
v it r iol  and hate towards t he 
other, entrenching each other on 
opposing ends of the ideological 
spectrum. This electoral battle 
and whoever’s left standing in the 
end will speak volumes about the 
state of America.
To those of you who would 
choose not to vote, either out of 
dislike for the candidates or of the 
political process in general, I plead 
with you to change your mind. 
Fifty years from now, this election 
will be considered a defi ning point 
in modern America. What we all 
do now matters not just for us, 
but for the successive generations. 
Not playing a role is accepting the 
outcome without having a voice in 
the process. Not playing a role is 
having no say in who defi nes us as 
a nation.
I n  t he  end ,  t he  f ut u re  of 
America will, as it always has been, 
be decided by the voter. We have 
an obligation to make our voices 
heard. It’s what our ancestors 
fought and died for. It’s why we 
fought for independence. It’s why 
America is America. On Tuesday, 
the long road to the presidency 
will end with your vote, your voice 
and your choice, America.
2016 a historic election year, 
your vote could impact future
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ISSUE 
The presidential 
election is Tuesday
OUR STANCE 
Vote for literally anyone 
other than Donald Trump
The Daily Gamecock strongly 
st ands beh ind t he A mer ican 
system of free elections and the 
right to express opinions critical 
of the government. Democracy 
depends on the legal existence 
of opposit ion parties, peaceful 
transition of power, acceptance 
of elections and an independent 
judiciary.
O n e  c a n d id a t e  t h r e a t e n s 
t hese norms.  We can not ,  in 
good conscience, advocate for 
the election of Donald Trump. 
However, we are also declining to 
endorse any alternative in favor of 
emphasizing his unique dangers.
Trump has suggested he might 
not accept the result of democratic 
elections if he loses. What form 
this would take is unclear, but 
others in his party have suggested 
a r med rebel l ion aga inst  t he 
government.
Trump has told his supporters to 
police low-income communities, 
perhaps to intimidate voters of 
color. His party has restricted the 
voting rights of minority voters 
“with almost surgical precision.”
Tr u m p  h a s  j o k e d  a b o u t 
ca ncel i ng elec t ions ,  a  move 
he  c ou ld  p l au s ib l y  m a k e  i f 
commander-in-chief of the armed 
forces.
Trump has appeared to suggest 
supporters of gun rights should 
assassinate his opponent.
Trump has stated he would 
order an invest igat ion of h is 
opponent, encouraged chants of 
“lock her up” and said he would 
have ja i led Secretary Clinton 
if he were currently in charge. 
None of this has precedent in 
recent American history, but it is 
common behavior in dictatorships 
or unstable democracies.
W hatever the merits of the 
candidates, that behavior cannot 
stand. The premise of American 
elections is that, however much 
o ne  p a r t y  d e t e s t s  t he  ne w 
president, they have a chance 
to try again in four years. If the 
president refused to accept the 
principles of free elect ions or 
there was doubt about whether 
they would, the smooth transition 
of power and the incentives to 
peacefully wait could change.
Without exaggeration, some of 
Trump’s behavior could risk the 
character of the republic itself.
We don’t care if you vote for 
Hillary Clinton, Gary Johnson 
or Harris Past ides. But please 
don’t  vote for  t he cand idate 
who threatens the foundation of 
American democracy.
PHD • JORGE CHAMHOROSCOPES
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EMPLOYMENT
Summer Conference 
Managers
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS 
WITH GREAT BENEFITS! 
Currently hiring Summer 
Conference Managers, 
Business Manager and 
Liaison Manager.  These 
positions begin in the Spring 
2017 semester with ten (10) 
two-hour training sessions, 
interviewing and hiring your 
staﬀ  and then move to 40 
hours a week beginning May 
9, 2017 - mid-August.  The 
focus of the position is to 
provide hotel services and 
work directly with over 90 
summer conference and camp 
groups.  Further requirements, 
details and application can 
be found at http://housing.
sc.edu/capstoneconferences/
jobs.html. Deadline for 
applications is November 7, 
2016.
Email saconfc@mailbox.
sc.edu
EMPLOYMENT
Pasta Fresca seeking  HOST/
CASHIER & EXPERIENCED 
SERVERS for evening/
weekend shifts.  Apply in 
person between 4pm - 6pm 
daily at 4722 Forest Drive, 
29206
Nanny After school
Immd. Professional parents 
need
assist with after school care 
$14.00hr.
Patsnannies.com mmspat@
aol.com
Email mmspat@aol.com
EMPLOYMENT
Swim team coach
Mid-size summer swim league 
needs part-time swim coach 
mid-May through mid-July 
(about 8 weeks) who has 
experience coaching and 
swimming. Consistency, 
commitment and the ability 
to communicate with league 
volunteers, assistant coaches, 
kids and especially parents 
essential. Practices run 
weekday mornings with 
meets once or twice a week. 
Opportunities for additional 
income if you ﬁ t well into our 
team!
Email shannono@jcccolumbia.
org
OPPORTUNITIES
SAIL: PEDU150 (803) 317 
9060
ACROSS
1 National
Museum of
Afghanistan city
6 High point
10 Hit
14 Greek market
15 Really good, in
’90s slang
16 Salary
17 Barbra Streisand’s
“Funny Girl” role
19 Flair
20 Nanny’s charge
21 Singer India.__
22 Short ﬁ ght
23 Comeback: Abbr.
24 “The Situation
Room” host
27 Dick Tracy has a
square one
28 Daughter of
Lyndon
29 Permanent UN
Security Council
member,
familiarly
32 Some CNBC
interviewees
34 K thru 12
38 1964 Shangri-
Las hit ... or a
hint to this
puzzle’s theme
found in 17-, 24-,
47- and 59-
Across
41 Drink quickly
42 Sinusitis docs
43 Supermarket
division
44 “Zounds!”
46 Ante- kin
47 Like reptiles and
amphibians
52 “Not on a __”
55 Password
creators
56 Palmist, e.g.
57 “__ Been
Thinking About
You”: 1991
Londonbeat
chart-topper
58 Was charitable
59 Shine-minimizing
makeup layer
62 Kept in a vat, say
63 Lab medium
64 House of Lords
members
65 Angry, with “off”
66 Yawner
67 Feel
DOWN
1 “Metamorphosis”
author
2 One more time
3 Connects
emotionally
4 Buffet table
server
5 Suffered from
insomnia
6 Earth Day month
7 Top cop
8 Bub
9 Parisian summer
10 Honey
11 Ballroom dance
12 Quartz variety
13 Voice above
baritone
18 It may be knitted
22 [Not my mistake]
25 Absorbs with a
towel
26 Verdant
27 1995 Stallone ﬁ lm
29 Treatment from
Dr. Mom
30 Sneaky laugh
31 __ de Cologne
32 Homebuyer’s
option
33 Little newt
35 Vegas intro?
36 Stomach acid,
chemically
37 Well-liked prez
39 Very
40 Dangling jewelry
45 “Pygmalion”
playwright’s
monogram
46 Hatchery sound
47 Bandleader
Xavier
48 Missouri
tributary
49 River barrier
50 Witty Wilde
51 “It’s __ Season”:
agricultural
supply slogan
52 Longtime
Delaware
senator
53 ’50s-’60s civil
rights leader
54 Hardly talkative
59 British Invasion
adjective
60 In the past
61 Like a bairn
11/7/16
For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com
or download our
app!
11/7/16
3 421
For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com
or download our
app!
601 Main Street
$5.99MONDAY 9” 3-Topping Pizza
YOUR DONATIONS TO GOODWILL® HELP 
FUND JOB PLACEMENT AND TRAINING 
FOR PEOPLE IN YOUR COMMUNITY.
      YOUR LAMP 
CAN BRING OTHERS 
A BRIGHT FUTURE.
TO FIND YOUR NEAREST DONATION CENTER GO TO GOODWILL.ORG
DONATE STUFF.
CREATE JOBS.
VOTE
FOR BEST OF CAROLINA 2017!
WWW.DAILYGAMECOCK.COM/PAGE/VOTE
Aries
W a t c h  y o u r  f e e t . 
M i s s t e p s  c o u l d  b e 
costly. Avoid something 
t h a t  d o e s n ’ t  s m e l l 
r ight. Suspicions get 
c on f i r me d .  C ho o s e 
what’s best for family. 
Coord i nate  e f for t s . 
Teamwork pays off.
Taurus 
You r  work  i s  u nder 
scr ut iny.  Work w ith 
someone who sees your 
blind spot. Follow rules 
carefully. Research the 
fi ne print. You can gain 
the upper hand.
Gemini
Slow  t o  n a v i g a t e  a 
roadblock. Make sure 
y o u r  r e s e r v a t i o n s 
a re  i n  order.  Res i s t 
t h e  t e m p t a t i o n  t o 
impulsively dash off. Get 
your ducks in a row.
Cancer
Changes necess it ate 
budget revisions. In a 
conf lict between love 
and money, collaborate 
with a partner to find 
solut ions .  E st abl i sh 
guidelines and controls. 
Support each other.
Leo
Listen to your partner’s 
suggestions. They see 
somet h ing t hat  you 
don’t. Get persuaded to 
a new view, and share 
what you’re learning. It 
could get romantic.
Virgo
Nurture your health 
w i t h  g o o d  f o o d , 
e x e r c i s e  a n d  r e s t . 
T h e r e ’s  p l e n t y  o f 
work , and it wi l l go 
easier after recharging 
batteries. Trust your 
own good sense.
Libra
Slow down and enjoy 
t h e  v i e w .  A v o i d 
mistakes by clarifying 
instruct ions. Take a 
break ,  and go play. 
Celebrate and have fun 
with people you love.
Scorpio
P a y  a t t e n t i o n  t o 
hou sehold  mat ter s . 
Clean, organize and 
beaut if y your space. 
Rediscover something 
of value you hid in a 
“sa fe  place .”  Enjoy 
family time.
Sagittarius
Take charge of a project. 
Communication unlocks 
d o o r s  t h a t  s e e m e d 
permanently stuck. Talk 
with your team. Listen 
and put in corrections. 
Remain open to new 
ideas.
Capricorn
G e t  c o o k i n g ,  a n d 
customers flock to your 
kitchen. Your past work 
speaks well for you. Use 
the grapevine to f ind 
connections. Positivity 
persuades. Pay bills with 
gratitude.
Aquarius
Prepare to  lau nch a 
personal project. Friends 
help you see farther. Share 
and invite them into your 
game. Turn objections 
into agreement through 
gentle persuasion.
Pisces
Yo u’ v e  b e e n  u n d e r 
pressure with deadlines. 
Don’t take on any new 
challenges yet. Decrease 
stress with rest, loving 
pets, peace and exercise. 
Envision your plan.
@thegamecock
APP
for iPhone and Android
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Carolina Productions
University of South Carolina Student Life
FREE to students, faculty, & staff with valid Carolina Card. For more 
information or assistance, visit cp.sc.edu or call (803) 777-3950. 
This event is subject to change. Paid for by campus activity fees.
COMEDY SHOW
for DISABILITY AWARENESS
November 10th
Russell House Ballroom
@ 8:00 pm
DREW LYNCH
DJ DEMERS
from
FREE with
valid CarolinaCard
T h e  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a 
basketball team unveiled its new 
look Sunday in an exhibition 
against Benedict College, and 
the Gamecocks trounced the 
visiting Lady Tigers, coming 
away with a 120-49 win.
With three new starters, 
i nc lud i ng  t wo  who were 
playing their f irst game in 
the garnet and black, South 
Carolina jumped out to a hot 
start, leading 35-13 at the end 
of the first quarter. The team 
appeared to let up just a bit 
after taking a 72-23 lead into 
halftime, but the Gamecocks 
still outscored their opponents 
48-26 after the break.
There was no surprise in the 
strong games from A’ja Wilson 
and Alaina Coates, but we still 
have plenty to learn about this 
year’s Gamecocks. Here are the 
three biggest takeaways from 
Sunday’s exhibition.
Under the radar
There was no surprise in A’ja 
Wilson’s 22 points, Kaela Davis’ 
20 or Alaina Coates’ 16, but the 
Gamecocks’ highest point total 
came from a surprising source: 
f reshman Mik iah Herbert 
Harrigan, the third frontcourt 
player on the roster. 
Harrigan came away with 
game-highs with 23 points and 
11 rebounds, while playing just 
21 minutes. 
“K ik i Harr igan has got 
potential to be a really good 
player,” head coach Dawn Staley 
said after the game. 
Harrigan, the No. 12 forward 
in the 2016 recruiting class, was 
named 8A Player of the Year in 
Florida last year after averaging 
19 points and 11 rebounds. 
Much of the hype surrounding 
this freshman class has been 
focused on the cycle’s No. 29 
player Tyasha Harris, but Staley 
has high praise for Harrigan as 
well.
“She puts in extra from a 
conditioning standpoint. She 
puts in extra watching film,” 
Staley said of Harrigan. “She 
wants to be a great player, and 
she’s got all the key ingredients 
to do that.”
Transfer of power
South Carolina’s first three 
possessions of the game were 
focused on inside-out offense, 
running through the A l l-
American duo of Wilson and 
Coates. 
Despite that, former All-
ACC transfers Kaela Davis and 
Allisha Gray had liberty with 
the offense, combining to take 
28 shots and score 35 points. 
Davis and Gray were volume 
scorers at their former schools, 
and it’s no secret that they have 
to adjust to playing with two 
other stars.
“We are gonna have some 
balance,” Staley said. “They 
are doing a great job passing 
the ball and moving the ball 
around. It’s a work in progress.”
The transfers also represent 
the Gamecocks’ biggest outside 
shooting threat, though they 
combined to make just three 
of 10 attempts from deep on 
Sunday. Gray shot 41.8 percent 
from beyond the arc during 
her freshman year at North 
Carolina, while Davis ranks 
seventh in made threes in 
Georgia Tech history, despite 
playing just two seasons for the 
Yellow Jackets.
Both have proven their ability 
to score, and that’s why Staley 
has no problem with someone 
like Davis taking 17 shots. 
“We’re going to have to live 
with her taking some ill-advised 
shots at times because she’s 
capable,” Staley said. “She shot 
a 25-footer in transition right in 
stride, and those are shots that 
she’s capable of making that we 
probably would’ve cringed if 
somebody else were to do that.”
On the break
The Gamecocks had a clear 
emphasis on playing fast, as 
missed Benedict shots quickly 
became outlet passes to easy 
lay ups, as South Carol ina 
scored 37 fast break points. It 
wasn’t only missed shots, as the 
Gamecocks came up with 20 
steals, led by three apiece from 
point guards Bianca Cuevas-
Moore and Tyasha Harris.
Both point guards were quick 
to get out and facilitate the 
offense in transition, as they 
combined for 12 assists. While 
they share a common trait in 
quickness, Staley is excited 
about the different skills the 
two guards bring to the table. 
“She’s a different looking 
point guard than Bianca,” Staley 
said of Harris. “Having those 
two and Araion [Bradshaw], 
just having three dif ferent 
looking point guards that give 
us something different.”
All three proved capable 
of running the break quickly, 
which is a major focus for South 
Carolina this season. 
“I like the fact that we have 
the opportunity to play a little 
bit quicker,” Staley said. 
She added that the quick 
p a c e  d i d  l e a d  t o  s o m e 
turnovers, but sa id that’s 
going to happen when the 
Gamecocks play as fast as they 
want to.
Next up
South Carolina will travel to 
Columbus to take on Preseason 
All-American Kelsey Mitchell 
and No. 7 Ohio State for the 
regular season opener on Nov. 
14 at 6 p.m. The Gamecocks 
defeated the Buckeyes 88-80 in 
Colonial Life Arena last season 
despite Mitchell’s 36 points.
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Thornwell leads way with 34 against Newberry
The South Carolina 
men’s basketball team 
made a few half t ime 
adjust ment s  to pu l l 
away from Newberry 
in a 107-89 exhibition 
win over the Wolves.
T h e  G a m e c o c k s 
faced full court pressure 
f rom Newberr y t he 
whole game. Newberry 
benefited from South 
C a r o l i n a ’ s  s l o p p y 
p l a y  e a r l y  i n  t h e 
g a me ,  c ap i t a l i z i n g 
on turnovers to score 
46 points in the f irst 
half. The Wolves were 
const a nt ly  rot at i ng 
players with multiple 
fi ve-man substitutions. 
Leav ing f ive guards 
on the fl oor the entire 
g a m e ,  N e w b e r r y 
caused problems for 
South Carolina when 
the Gamecocks were 
playing with two bigs.
A second half surge 
b y  t he  G a me c o c k s 
allowed them to pull 
a w a y  a n d  c a r r y  a 
substantial lead after 
t h e  b r e a k .  S o u t h 
Carolina cranked up 
its defense early in the 
second half, opening 
t he ha l f  on a 29-11 
run. The Gamecocks 
control led the game 
from there, winning by 
18.
Thor nwel l  leads 
the way
S e n i o r  g u a r d 
Sindarius Thornwell 
was t he best  player 
on the f loor tonight. 
T h o r n w e l l  h a d 
game-highs in points, 
rebounds, assists and 
blocks with a l ine of 
34 -11-5 -5.  He  w a s 
a  c o n s t a nt  f o r  t he 
G a mecock  of fen se , 
consistent ly f inding 
p o i nt s  w he ne v e r  a 
drought was looming. 
He a d  c o a c h  Fr a n k 
Mart in was quick to 
praise the senior.
“Sindarius is a heck 
of a player,” Mart in 
said. “Sindarius is an 
unbelievable leader. Sin 
does more coaching 
on the court than I do 
now, and that’s a credit 
to who he is.”
Halftime adjustment
T h e  G a m e c o c k s 
made an adjustment 
on the offensive side of 
the ball at halftime that 
allowed them to build a 
big lead. More patience 
on  of fen se  a l lowed 
South Carolina to pull 
away.
“Our offense, we had 
guys trying to dribble 
in double teams, we 
t u r ned  i t  over  a nd 
then we were shooting 
threes on the fi rst pass, 
that’s what they want 
you to do,” Martin said. 
“At halftime, I said, 
‘Stop. Somebody cut to 
the basket and throw it 
to the guy at the rim. 
They’ve got a bunch 
of l it t le guys; throw 
it to him. Get some 
offensive rebounds and 
run some offense,’”he 
added.
T h e  a d j u s t m e n t 
worked out well. More 
players grew into the 
game, and improved 
b a l l  m o v e m e n t 
created better scoring 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s . 
Sophomore guard PJ 
Dozier benef ited the 
most from the change 
of play, scoring 13 of 
h is 17 points in the 
second half.
Mixed performance 
on defense
S o u t h  C a r o l i n a 
gave up 89 points to 
Newberry. The Wolves 
shot the ball well from 
the three-point l ine 
with 18 made shots. 
Because of their lack 
of size, they only hit 15 
shots from inside the 
arc. South Carol ina 
had energy on the fl oor 
and contested most of 
the Wolves’ shots, but 
they hit a lot of tough 
jumpers.
“We have to do a 
better job of guarding 
the ball, and this team 
drives you from f ive 
places,” Mart in said. 
“And the way he subs, 
it’s not the same guy 
driving you; it’s a new 
guy every single time.”
South Carolina did 
manage to dominate 
t h e  g l a s s ,  o u t -
rebounding Newberry 
52-33. The Gamecocks 
also managed to stay 
out of foul trouble, only 
sending the Wolves to 
the line for seven free 
throws.
Next up
T h e  G a m e c o c k s 
open the regular season 
Friday n ight at 6:30 
p.m. when they host 
Louisiana Tech.
New-look Gamecocks gear up for regular season 
Ryan Lawson
@RKLAWSON25
Adam Orfi nger
@AORFINGER
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Alabama head coach 
Nick Saban can claim 
the title of being one of 
two coaches to win fi ve 
national championships 
in the modern era, but 
he can also claim a new 
title: The Godfather of 
the SEC. 
For the last decade 
t he  c on f e re nc e  h a s 
been dominated by an 
oligarchy of formidable 
coaching personalities. 
Saban, along with Steve 
Spurrier, Gary Pinkel, 
Les Miles, Mark Richt 
a n d  U r b a n  M e y e r 
formed an undisputed 
hierarchy within the 
SEC. Their teams have 
produced 13 of the last 
16 representat ives in 
the SEC Championship 
game. 
S ab a n  i s  t he  s o le 
survivor of that group. 
H i s  d o m i n a t i o n 
ex tends  beyond t he 
scoreboard. Saban has 
not only outlasted his 
rivals; he has replaced 
them.
Jim McElwain took 
over at Florida in 2015, 
but before leading the 
Gators to a 10-4 record 
last season, he served 
a s  Saban’s  of fens ive 
c o o r d i n a t o r  a n d 
quarterback coach. 
Two  mo r e  r e c e nt 
c o a c h i n g  h i r e s , 
S o u t h  C a r o l i n a ’ s 
Wil l  Muschamp and 
Georgia’s Kirby Smart, 
w e r e  a l s o  S a b a n ’ s 
understudies. 
S o  i n s t e a d  o f  a n 
oligarchy, we are now 
experiencing a state of 
Cosa Nostra in the SEC. 
Like a city controlled 
by  t he  m a f io so ,  a l l 
of the league’s power 
i s  concent rated in a 
s i n g le  f a m i l y,  w i t h 
Muschamp, Smart and 
McElwain functioning 
a s  m e t a p h o r i c a l 
underbosses to Saban. 
A ll have gained from 
their affi liation with the 
conference’s boss.
Is this a good thing?
The success of Saban’s 
model is indisputable; 
the Crimson Tide are 
currently riding a 21-
game winning streak, 
but  S ab a n  h a s  a l s o 
c reated a  model  for 
sustainably attracting 
and developing talent 
that is unrivaled not only 
in the conference, but in 
the country. 
But with his blueprint 
being reproduced so 
consistently, the league 
is losing the opportunity 
f o r  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d 
d iversit y.  Instead of 
broadening the league’s 
scope of leadership, the 
Saban pipeline is actually 
narrowing it. 
Wit h t hree of  t he 
top seven teams in the 
AP Poll, the Big Ten is 
quickly lapping the SEC 
as the nation’s premier 
conference. A lot of that 
can be attributed to the 
variet y of innovat ive 
coaching styles displayed 
in the Big Ten. The 
compet it ion between 
Meyer at Ohio State 
and Jim Harbaugh at 
Michigan has created 
an a rms race in t he 
conference, and other 
programs have been 
forced to adapt in order 
to compete with them. 
The Saban-dominated 
league hasn’t resulted in 
literal bloodshed, but the 
streets of SEC have been 
soaked in crimson. 
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All the cards fell into place for the 
South Carolina football team Saturday.
Not only did the Gamecocks take 
care of business against Missouri and 
Arkansas upset Florida, but Georgia 
knocked off Kentucky, meaning South 
Carolina is still alive in the SEC East 
race.
There are plenty of possibilities for 
craziness in the division race in the 
season’s final three weeks, including 
a potential six-way tie. In the event of 
a six-way tie, the Gamecocks would 
advance to Atlanta, but there’s a simpler 
road to the SEC Championship Game.
Simple might be a relative term, 
however, as South Carolina still needs 
plenty of help to earn the division crown. 
Let’s take a look at what needs to happen 
for the Gamecocks to advance to Atlanta 
and how likely each individual piece is.
South Carolina over Florida
The journey to forcing a tie in the 
conference goes through Gainesville, as 
Will Muschamp must lead his new team 
over his old team in The Swamp.
These two teams are trending in 
opposite directions, as the Gamecocks 
have won three straight since their bye 
week, while the Gators failed to score an 
offensive touchdown in a lopsided loss to 
Arkansas on Saturday. Florida was bitten 
by the injury bug in the loss, as starting 
linebacker Alex Anzalone will miss the 
rest of the season and Jarrad Davis might 
be out for the upcoming contest as well. 
Starting center Cam Dillard will also 
likely miss the game with an injury, as 
will kick returner Chris Thompson.
The Gators are pretty beat up, while 
the Gamecocks are building more and 
more momentum. Even better for South 
Carolina, the players will be motivated 
to win the game for Muschamp, earn 
bowl eligibility and stay alive in the 
division race. With a pair of stingy 
defenses and struggling offenses, South 
Carolina fi gures to have a good shot to 
come up with the upset.
Tennessee over Kentucky
The Vols were No. 9 in the country 
not too long ago, but three straight 
losses made a mess in K noxvil le, 
knocking Tennessee out of the polls and 
motivating starting running back Jalen 
Hurd to leave the team. A matchup with 
Tennessee Tech couldn’t have come at 
a better time for the Vols, who are now 
fresh off a 55-0 rout.
Play ing t h is  game at  Neyland 
Stadium will benefi t Tennessee greatly, 
as Kentucky hasn’t excelled outside of 
Lexington this season, getting blown out 
twice and turning in a poor performance 
against Missouri. The Wildcats don’t 
really have a quality win this season, 
and while Tennessee may have struggled 
lately, the Vols are still significantly 
more talented. They shouldn’t have any 
problem taking care of Kentucky.
That’s all that needs to happen to keep 
the Gamecocks alive for another week, 
but let’s briefl y go over the rest of the 
season as well.
LSU over Florida
Since the firing of Les Miles, LSU 
has looked like one of the SEC’s better 
teams, despite the 10-0 loss to Alabama 
on Saturday. Add in the fact that this 
will likely be a night game in Death 
Valley, and Florida could be coming off 
back-to-back losses, and LSU will likely 
be favored to win this one.
Va n d e r b i l t / M i s s o u r i  o v e r 
Tennessee
For South Carol ina to win the 
division, Tennessee doesn’t have to lose 
both of these games; only one will force 
the four-way tie in the division that 
will give the Gamecocks the advantage. 
Missouri is likely the SEC’s worst team, 
and the Tigers will have to travel to 
Knoxville, so the chance of a loss seems 
relatively slim.
This is still the least likely of all the 
necessary pieces, but Vanderbilt could 
conceivably knock off Tennessee. There’s 
no doubt the Vols are more talented, but 
they likely won’t have anything to play 
for at this point in the season. On the 
other hand, if the Commodores top 
Missouri on Nov. 12, they’ll likely come 
in to the game 5-6, needing just one win 
to become bowl eligible.
Let’s not forget Vanderbilt beat 
Georgia this season, kept it tight with 
Florida and nearly pulled out a road 
victory over Auburn. A home showdown 
with that much on the line against a team 
that seems to be falling apart doesn’t 
seem unwinnable for the Commodores.
All of those things occurring would 
put South Carolina, Florida, Tennessee 
and Kentucky in a four-way tie atop the 
SEC East, where the Gamecocks would 
hold the tiebreaker. It’ll undoubtedly 
take a lot for South Carolina to reach the 
SEC Championship, but the fat lady isn’t 
singing yet. Here in Columbia, it ain’t 
over ‘til it’s over.
Bobby Balboni
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Adam Orfi nger
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Nick Saban has become Godfather of the SEC Goodwill Punting
Path to SEC title remains intact for Gamecocks
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play gives Muschamp the ability to drop eight 
in coverage when necessary, a strategy he has used 
in the last two games as his defensive backfi eld has 
been depleted.
Muschamp said that was the game plan on 
Missouri’s fi nal drive, as the Gamecocks were up 
10 points and playing without starting cornerback 
Chris Lammons, who was ejected for the second 
straight game.
“We’re up two scores, drop eight, extend time 
and fi ll up all the zones,” Muschamp said. “We’ll 
get there with three.”
The Gamecocks were able to get to Missouri 
quarterback Drew Lock, sacking him three times, 
which Muschamp pointed out becomes more 
impressive when you consider that Missouri had 
only allowed six sacks in its fi rst eight games.
Muschamp will be the fi rst to tell you that the 
Gamecocks aren’t where they need to be, but 
the team has made signifi cant strides from last 
season and even throughout this season. After 
being beaten down by the run game against 
Mississippi State and Kentucky, the Gamecocks 
held Missouri to a modest 4.5 yards per carry.
The Gamecocks st ill have three games to 
go, and need one win to become bowl eligible. 
Since Georgia beat Kentucky Saturday night, 
Muschamp’s team isn’t out of the SEC East race 
either, though there’s still a lot of work to do.
The defense has improved, but Muschamp 
i s  a lway s  foc used on what  ha s  room for 
improvement. As always, Coach Boom’s response 
is simple: “We’ll get those things corrected.”
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